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What I am asking you to do:  For this assignment, I ask you to make use of digital recording 
materials from the Red River Lab for Innovation in the Humanities to audio record yourself 
spending five minutes talking with someone not enrolled in the course (a teammate, friend, family 
member, roommate) about this Citizen Archivist Project, and then to document the gist of the 
conversation in a brief reflection essay. The assignment is not evaluative of the content of the 
conversation, but—even so—students usually report having discovered, in the course of that 
informal conversation, that a text turns out to mean more to them than they had known. The 
epiphanic moment might be slight, but the sense of there being a reservoir of knowledge in a text 
entrusted to your stewardship often alters the students’ perspective on the work of this transcription 
project, making service learning an immediate and social part of your lives both within and beyond 
the classroom. As a class, we will feature your recorded videos and transcription projects at the end 
of year “Experiential Learning” showcase on April 23rd. 

Here are a few discussion prompts to guide your reflective “Tell Someone” Assignment  
(for both the conversation and reflection statement): 

• Describe your experience/actions with the Citizen Archivist Project;  
• Identify the motivations, values, or assumptions that drove their own action or the action of 

others;  
• Apply the course goals and SLOs for ENG442 to your experiences with the service learning 

project; 
• Reveal how you understand your service learning experience as a responsibility or 

contribution to a larger community of lifelong learners; 
• Communicate to someone how this service learning project has had an impact on your 

personal life and/or academic growth; 
• Meaningfully synthesize connections among experiences outside of the formal classroom 

(say, with the National Archives or any of the other institutional or private archival 
repositories/collections we’ve engaged) to deepen your understanding of English as a field 
of study and/or broaden your own point of view); 

• Recognize the complex contextual factors that lead/influenced/challenged your project; 
• Express how your judgment, engagement, or interests in future courses might be affected by 

this experience and reflection. 
Reflection Essay Assignment Parameters:  

• 2 pages double spaced Times New Roman Font with standard 1’ margins 
• Include a cover page with the following information: your contact details; a short 

introduction to the person you’re conversing with (What’s their full name, age, and 
occupation? What’s their relationship to you? How long have you known them? Why did 
you choose them?); and a high quality photo of you and your conversant  

• NO Works Cited page is necessary 
How I will grade it:  

• Email me directly with the raw audio file of your conversation 
• Submit a hard copy of your essay reflection to me no later than 1pm on April 16th, and an 

electronic copy to the Drop box on Blackboard 
• I will utilize the evaluation rubric on Blackboard to assess your essay and audio file as one 

portfolio assignment (100 total possible points) 


